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xvas the policy chosen by the man in command,
Lord Howard of Effingham. He decided that
from every port along the south coast the English
must sally out and do all the damage they could.
The plan would be carried out by individual
groups, and he could naturally feel that Drake,
Hawkins, Frobisher and the rest of the " pirates "
would be admirably suited to these tactics. Drake,
like other bold men, disliked the idea of waiting
for the Armada to come up the Channel. He
wished to dash across the seas and prevent it
ever approaching. But Howard dared not risk
that. If the English were defeated in a big battle,
or, worse still, if they missed the Spanish fleet
and it slipped past them, then the position would
be desperate. Rumours had spread that the
Armada might attack the Isle of Wight or that it
might go to a French pjrt. No one knew for
certain. So Hdward bade the ships wait.
At first the weather helped the Spaniards,
Contrary winds kept the English stormbound in
their harbours, and there was even a brief moment
when they might have been bottled up and never
got out into the Channel. Luckily the wind
dropped, and in the^nick of time. The news was
brought to Drake at his famous game of bowls on
Plymouth Hoe that the Armada had been sighted.
The beacons flared up to carry the warning, and
from every port ships poured out to fight.
The English seamen were confident of victory
the start. The Spaniards had 130 ships, of